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TEAM CANADA GOES FOR GOLD AT THE 2012 FOOSBALL WORLD CUP 
  
TORONTO, CANADA – For the first time in three years, Canada will be sending its top table soccer 
(foosball) players to Nantes, France to compete in the 2012 International Table Soccer Federation (ITSF) 
World Cup.  
  
500 of the best foosball players from over 40 countries will be arriving in Nantes to compete in this four-
day tournament from January 5th to 8th. The event will be broadcast live on Eurosport 2 in nearly 50 
million homes and live-streamed on Kozoom.com 
 
While most Canadians have only played foosball as a recreational activity, the reality is that there are 
multiple professional foosball leagues and tours that span the globe. Contrary to popular belief, 
professional foosball isn’t just a game of spinning the rods; in fact, it has been commonly described as a 
cross between soccer and chess. It requires intense skill, strategy, speed, power and incredible hand-eye 
coordination.  
 
To progress to the World Cup finals, teams must maintain a winning record for up to 80 games. With 12-
hour tournament days, the best teams must stay focused as they compete in up to 48 hours of 
tournament play.  
 
In January 2012, seven of our country’s top foosball players will represent Canada on behalf of the Table 
Soccer Association of Canada (TSAC). This is the first time since 2009 that Canada has competed in the 
tournament, but it hasn’t been due to a lack of talent.  
 
Since TSAC is a non-profit organization, it relies heavily on donations and support from Canadians to 
fund the World Cup team. Unfortunately, over the years, TSAC has been unable to raise enough money 
and national support to send a squad over. With at least $15,000 needed to send a team to France, it has 
been a challenge for TSAC to send its best players to the most prestigious table soccer event in the 
world.  
 
Frustrated with the lack of funding, some of Canada’s top foosball players have decided to pay their own 
way, get back on the world stage, and represent Canada. These players have been competing in North 
American tournaments over the past few years and they are considered to be some of the best in the 
world.  
 
They have won many accolades, including doubles world champion titles, pro singles and doubles titles, 
along with multiple wins in developmental categories. These guys are good. And come January, they plan 
on making an impact on the world stage, and in the hearts of Canadians.   
 
One of the challenges with foosball in Canada is that it’s simply considered a bar game. To overcome that 
barrier, Team Canada has set a goal to increase the awareness and support around the sport, and that 
starts now.  
 
Over the coming weeks, the team will be hosting foosball social events to help educate Canadians on the 
sport. They’ve also created a new website and Facebook page dedicated to the team’s journey to the 
World Cup. The hope is to get more Canadians foosing over the coming months so that we can increase 
the support around Canada’s World Cup team.  
 
More information can be found at:  
http://canadafoosball.ca 
https://www.facebook.com/CanadaFoosball 
 
For more information on the team or on the foosball social events, please contact: 
Terri Mattucci - Advertising & PR - terri@canadafoosball.ca 
Ken Alwell - Marketing & Team Canada Coach - ken@canadafoosball.ca 
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ABOUT: 
 
The International Table Soccer Federation (ITSF) is a non-profit organization that governs all major table 
soccer federations and tournaments across the globe. It currently governs over 60 foosball organizations 
worldwide, spanning five continents. The World Cup is the ITSF’s biggest tournament with over 40 
countries playing for national pride.   
 
The Table Soccer Association of Canada (TSAC) is a member of the ITSF. TSAC’s mission is to provide 
growth, development and leadership for all Canadians playing table soccer at all levels and acts as the 
national governing body for table soccer in Canada. Since TSAC is a non-profit organization, it relies on 
the donations and support from other Canadians to fund the World Cup team, as well as regional clubs 
and pro tournaments across the country.  
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